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\-iktor Korchnoi has been a professionai chess

olar er all his life' Now. at the age of 46' he is again

iriaai,lg stlonglv to challenge Karpor for thc

\\-orld"Chamlionship. Last vear he--caused a

sensatiot.t bv dåfectingfrom the Soviet Union'

This autobiographr', bv the u'orld's number z

.t.,*fiot.., pio.'la"t a uniquelr 
. 
rc'ealing

oortlait ollile at thc top olinternational chess - of

ilr. pr.rrur., ancl lrustrations' as r'r'cll as the

,,",..år... aucl excitements that arc the bread-and-

b.r,,.. ol a grandmaster's u'orkins lite 
. 
In

,r"rti.ulo.. he rÅ'eals r^'hv it was that so unpolitical

I clrestplat er felt that he had no choicc but to leave

his laniilr and his motherland'
Korclinoi also gives the readcr an ir.rsidcr's

blon'-br'-blou' account ol all the grcat post-\\'ar

a.r.t-,r.r't-,ar-tt, in which he took part' as r'r"cll as an

assessmcnt of the strengths and wcaknesc's of the

i.uåittg plarers wltom hc kncw intimatelr" The

ke. erlcout',tcrs that he dcscribes appear among

the carefr-rllr selected games - over 7o in all - some

ol u'hich il.t. at,thoi has annotated in dcpth

.*.r".iutlt lol this volume' Togethcr tcxt aud

nJ*.r..pr.r.nt the detinitivc portra.it ofonc olthe

ercat figlitcrs in tr,t crlticth-centurv cltcss'

I 76 pagcs

7z diagrams

The j acket i I lus ttation, oJ' h on'hnoi pl a-t in.g Pol uga'-et'sk'r

n, n"in, t 977 , i'r reproiuced b,t' cotu'lt''r-)' oJ-Poppulblo
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