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Within the second and third: decades of this century the most controversial topics
in chess were the novel theories of Aron Nimzovich, the stormy petrel of the chess
warld. It seemed to many that Nimzovich was trying to demolish the classical
SteinitzTarrasch chess system on purely irrational grounds, for many of his moves
seemed: arbitrary and even ridiculous. Yet, using his system, Nimzovich won game
~ aftergame, and when Nimzovich came to be rated among the top three or four
players in the world, the ridicule: that had greeted his system changed to serious
question. It is now recognized that hypermodern chess, as Nimzovich’s ideas came
to be called; is an integral part of the chess configuration, broadening and deeping
chess enormously. ‘

uChess Praxis” is the fullest exposition of Nimzovich's new analysis and theories,
and it is ‘beyond question one of the dozen most important books ever written upon
chess. The history of the theory of chess has long been an attempt to derive principles
and structures, beyond simply lists of moves, and Nimzovichhas provided a new
analysis- of chess that has proved to be remarkably profound and useful. Abandoning
momentarily the classical chronological division of the game into periods, he breaks
chess down into important positional situations: restriction and blockade; centraliza-
tion; over-protection and other forms of prophylaxis; the isolated queen’s pawn; two
hanging pawns; the two bishops; alternating maneuvers against enemy weaknesses
when one_possesses space advantage; and miscellaneous strategies of hypermodern
chess. Uider these headings Nimzovich reveals many striking and imaginative
tactics under a wide variety of positional conditions.

The development of the author’s ideas is both rich and extremely clear. Each possible
maneuver situation is illustrated by at least two games, showing Nimzovich’s sur-
prising resources against such opponents as Alekhine, Capablanca, Tarrasch, Reti,
Rubinstein, and Spielmann. Each game is closely analyzed. 3

This is a book which every serious chess player must own. It is not only the monu-
ment to a great transition period in chess, it is also packed full of specific hints,
suggestions for improving one’s game, and general understanding that will help
almost any player. :

Unabridged republication ‘of 1936 edition. Translated by J. DuMont. Introduction by
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THE PAPER is chemically the same quality as you would find in books priced $5.00 or
more. It does not discolor or become brittle with age. Not artificially bulked, either;
this edition is an unabridged full-length book, but is still easy to handle.

THE BINDING: The pages in this-book are SEWN in signatures, in the method tradi-
tionally used for the best books. These books open flat for easy reading and reference.

Pages do not drop out, the binding does not crack and split (as is the case with many
paperbooks held together wtih glue).
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